CENTRAL INDIA

I understand the name of Vadari to denote a district
abounding in the Badari, or BtfMree (Jujube), which is very
common in southern Rajputana. For the same reason I should
look to this neighbourhood for the ancient Sauvira, which I
take to be the true form of the famous Sophir or Ophir, as
Sauvira is only another name of the Vadari, or Ber-tree, as well
as of its juicy fruit. Now Sofir is the Coptic name of India at
the present day ; but the name must have belonged originally
to that part of the Indian coast which was frequented by the
merchants of the West, There can be little doubt, I think,
that this was in the Gulf of Khambay, which from time im-
memorial has been the chief seat of Indian trade with the West*
During the whole period of Greek history this trade was almost
monopolized by the famous city of Barygaza, or Bhiroch, at
the mouth of the Narbada river* About the fourth century some
portion of it was diverted to the new capital of Balabhi, in the
peninsula of Gujarat ; in the middle ages it was shared with
Khambay at the head of the gulf, and in modern times with.
Surat, at the mouth of the Tapti.
If the name of Sauvira was derived, as I suppose, from the
prevalence of the Ber-tree, it is probable that it was only
another appellation for the province of Badari, or Eder, at the
head of the Gulf of Khambay. This, indeed, is the very posi-
tion in which we should expect to find it, according to the
ancient inscription of Rudra D&ma, #hich mentions Sindhu~
Sauvira immediately after Surdshtra and Bh&ntkachha, and
just before Kukura, Aparanta, and Nishada.*- According to
this arrangement, Sauvira must have been to the north of
Surashtra and BMroch, and to the south of Nishada, or just
where I have placed it, in the neighbourhood of Mount Abu.
Much the same locality is assigned to Sauvira in the Vishnu
Purana: "In the extreme west are the Saurishtras, Suras,
Abhiras, Arbudas; the Karushas and Malavas dwelling along
the Parip&tra mountains; the Sauviras, the Saindhavas, the
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